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dead birds around her windows during migration alone.
We have tried several different stickers but none work.
By June Summers
She has lots of trees and feeds the birds. Both add to the
The Board of Director of Genesee Valley Audubon
problem of window collisions.
Society has evaluated the needs of our Board and our first
In 2014 the Smithsonian reported that collisions
need is people with financial knowledge and ability. We
likely kill between 365 million and 1 billion birds
need someone to audit our books. It is required to apply
annually in the United States, that is a Billion Birds a
for some grants. We also need someone who can help us
year hitting windows and dying because people don’t
develop a budget and help us make sure our books are in want or know what to do. The methods listed below
good shape for tax season.
work. I hope to have examples at the Braddock Bay Bird
We also found that the GVAS Board needs a
of Prey Week on May 1&2. We also plan to have samples
digital media specialist who can manage our web site and to give out.
keep up with social media marketing trends. This person
The first is the AcopianBirdSaver,
would need to spend several hours every other month to
www.birdsaver.com. You can order premade or follow
update the GVAS website with the latest newsletter,
directions to make them yourself. These are curtains of
programs, and field trips.
paracord hanging four inches apart on the outside of your
Our newsletter editor would like to step down in window.
the future, so we are also looking for an individual to take
FeatherFriendly, www.featherfriendly.com/ is a
over that responsibility. The Meadowlark is printed five
DYI system of tape with dots. This too is an economic
times a year, September through June. Once you get
method to mark your windows so birds can see then and
familiar with the layout it only takes a few hours per
you can see out.
Meadowlark. Strong language skills and knowledge of
White lines on glass, a series of vertical white
using publication software is necessary.
lines on a window drawn 4 inches apart, or horizontal
What do you get out of it, a chance to learn about line 2 inches apart, prevents many bird strikes. See the
the environment, advocacy, and birds, to name a few?
following YouTube video for application instructions.
Please contact June Summers if you are interested in
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UC9xQkUtQ98
helping GVAS out.
Bird Screen, https://
birdscreen.com/ are screens sold to
How many Birds are Killed by Glass Collisions in the attach to your window either above
US this Year?
and below or with suction cups. It
“Nearly 3 Billion Birds Gone Since 1970,” states the
stops the birds from hitting with a
study released online in Science, Sept. 2019, by
hard thud.
Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
For more information
One reason for the decline that Cornell lists is bird
consult the Consumer Guide to
collisions with glass. The windows in your house are part Bird Window Strike Prevention,
of the ecosystem of your lawn. We hope you have started https://birdfriendlyyards.net/
planting native plants in your yards for birds to help
consumerguide/. What ever
Bird Screen
increase their population. But if we don’t do sometime to method you choose, if you use
stop the window strikes, all our efforts will be for naught. lines they should be 4 inches apart if they run vertically
Each residence kills 2 birds by window strikes per year. If and 2 inches apart if they run horizontally
you are lucky enough to have a bird raise two young that
live to adulthood, you’re even. My mother-in-law’s house
in Irondequoit has lots of windows; we find four to six

President’s Column

May-June 2021 Donations
Thank You!
Thank you to all who.
gave to the GVAS 2020 Annual
Appeal. We know that each and
every gift came from the heart.
Donor Levels:
$100 and Over
Jean A. Horton
Hellen Downs Haller
A. Scott Hecker
Thomas Moughan
Rick Marx
$50 - $99
Robert and Susan Spahn
Margaret L. Hale
Junior League Garden Club
Mabelle B. Pizzutiello
Joy Goodman
$25 – 49
Loretta Morrell
Margaret M. Schwab
Stephanie C. Spicer
Anne Demare
Jane A. Knoeck
Shirley G. London
Deborah Schutt
Joni Dubner
Ann J. Smith
Carol Ann Mesolella

Field Trips
Monday, May 10, 10:00am-11:00am
Zoo Road, Durand Eastman Park
Celebrate winter turning into spring with a easy stroll along a
level paved road. We’ll be looking for early migrants and
wildflowers. Zoo road will more than likely be closed off to
cars, so we will plan on meeting across the street in the parking
lot on Lakeshore Blvd. Wear comfortable footwear, and bring
binoculars, if you have them. All participants must wear masks,
socially distance, and read and agree to the GVAS waiver
document. Participation will be limited because of
precautions. For questions or to register email Loretta Morrell at
loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com.
Sunday, May 16, 8:00am-10:00am
Mt. Hope Cemetery
Join us at the North Gate of Mt Hope Cemetery for birding and
history as we stroll through the older section of this Victorian
cemetery. The large mature trees and bushes are very attractive to
migrating birds. Bring your binoculars.
The North Gate is on Mt Hope Ave across from Robinson Dr.
(This is NOT the gate that is across from the Distillery
Restaurant.) Participants must wear masks and socially distance.
Preregistration is required and will be available at the
FOMH.org website starting one month before the event. There
is a charge of $12, which goes toward a cemetery restoration
fund. For questions, email Joanne Mitchell at
jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com.

Beginning Bird ID

Become a Falcon Watcher
Join the Falcon Watchers this year for the
experience of your life. After the
young falcons
on Rfalconcam.com leave the nest
and start to fly, the real family
dynamics start. It is an exciting
experience to watch the adults
catch prey to feed the young and
watch the young learn to fly.
Sometimes falcon watchers help
rescue the young if they get into trouble while
learning to fly.
Contact June Summers,
summers@frontiernet.net or (585) 355-1824 if
you are interested in participating.
Check out RFalconcam.com.

Spend 2 hours in a Zoom class learning the
basics of strategic bird identification. We will go
over shape, size, color, markings, behavior, and
habitat. How to use binoculars, books and which
apps are best for the beginning birder. Then we will go on a
field trip to get you started. This class will be limited to 15
people. We will accept a $20 donation at the field trip. Contact
June Summer, Summers@frontiernet.net, (585) 355-1824.
Zoom Meeting: May 13, 7:00 pm
Field Trip: May 15, 8:00 am

Water Chestnut Pulls
July 24 and August 7, 2020, 9:00 am
This summer GVAS will be working
with the DEC to remove the invasive
European water chestnut plants from Braddock Bay that
would otherwise cover the bay. We need your help. So join
us on July 24 and August 7. Bring your canoe or kayak and
dress for the weather. We will meet at the Braddock Bay
Tavern, 372 Manitou Rd, Hilton. Unload your boat at the
ramp then park near the road.
Contact June Summers, summers@frontiernet.net or (585)
355-1824 if you are interested in participating.

Field Trips

Covid 19 restrictions will continue to be enforced. Masks must be worn
and we will maintain social distancing whenever possible. Binoculars
will enhance your enjoyment. Wear comfortable footwear.

Burger Park, part of the Braddock Bay Wildlife
Management Area, 99 Hogan Point Road,
Hilton, NY 14468
Saturday May 22, 9:00am-11:00am
Migration should be well underway. We will
be looking for grassland bird species as well
as osprey, eagles and hawks which could be
migrating overhead. Many of our breeding songbird
species should be back in town, so it could be an exciting
day of looking and listening for birds. Trails could be wet
and muddy; wear appropriate footwear. Participation will
be limited. Preregistration required no later than
Wednesday, May 19 by emailing Loretta Morrell at
loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com.
Highland Park, Monday, June 7, 2021,
9:00am-11:00am
We will stroll through Rochester’s iconic
Frederick Olmsted-designed park
enjoying the blooms and birds of an early
June morning. Park along South Avenue
across from the Vietnam Veterans’ memorial. Keep an eye
out for a bright green Kia Soul. Preregistration required no
later than Friday, June 4 by emailing
loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com.
Braddock Bay Park, Sunday, June 20, 2021
Summer Solstice/Father’s Day evening nature walk:
7:00pm – 8:30pm.
What’s better than going for an evening stroll on the
longest day of the year? We will meet at the Braddock Bay
Park parking lot, and walk along the cattails and out the
short board walk to see what we can see, and then we will
walk down to the Westpoint Marina and out to the end of
the East Spit with Braddock Bay on our left and Lake
Ontario on our right. You may want to have bug spray on
hand. Preregistration required no later than Thursday, June
20 by emailing loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com.
Hidden Sidewalk/Charlotte Pier, Monday July 12,
10:00am-12:00pm
Participants will meet up at the parking lot across from the
Roger Robach Community Center, 180 Beach Avenue just
west of the Ontario Beach end of Lake Avenue. From there
we will walk down to the neighborhood along Beach
Avenue and explore the beautifully maintained gardens
along the hidden sidewalk. After a rest stop, if necessary,
at the community center, those who are interested in a
longer walk will proceed down to the river and walk out to

the end of the pier and back. Preregistration required no
later than Friday, July 9 by emailing
loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com.
Huckleberry Swamp Chimney Bluffs State Park East
Bay, Mudge Creek, and Chimney Bluffs Trail, Sunday
August 15, 2021, 9:00-1:00pm.
I’m certain that I am not the only one in need of a road
trip. We are going to check out two trails in our
neighboring county of Wayne. We will meet at 9:00am in
the parking lot of Huckleberry Swamp on Catchpole Road
in Lyons, NY. This is a short boardwalk trail of less than a
mile, but it should be rich with wildlife. After we finish
seeing what there is to see there, we will caravan over to
Chimney Bluffs State Park just north of 104 and walk an
easy trail. This is a carry-in/carry-out picnic area with
available restrooms. Bringing along bug spray for the
swamp is highly encouraged. Because of the timing you
may want to pack a lunch or bring snacks. Preregistration
required no later than Friday, August 6th by emailing
loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com.
Channing H. Philbrick Park, Monday, August 16, 2021,
10:00am-12:00pm.
What could be nicer than walking along a stream on a hot
summer day? We will meet behind the Tops Supermarket
at 1601 Penfield Road and stroll along the bank of
Irondequoit Creek. We hopefully will still see a fair
amount of our breeding birds as they work on foraging for
food for the coming migration or cold winter
season. Preregistration required no later than Friday,
August 13 by emailing loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com.
Turning Point Park, Monday, September 13, 2021, 260
Boxart Street, 10:00am.
We will walk to the end of the
boardwalk and back and enjoy the
sights and sounds of the Genesee
River in early autumn. Hopefully we
will get one last look at our favorite
migrant birds before they head to the winter feeding
territories. We will then backtrack and walk along the river
to a marshy area before walking back to our cars. This is
an easy walk except for a gradual slope from the parking
area to the river’s edge. Preregistration required no later
than Friday, September 10 by emailing
loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com.

Genesee Valley Audubon Society
Meadowlark

P.O. Box 15512, Rochester, NY 14615-0512
GVAS: A chapter of the National Audubon Society
The vision of Genesee Valley Audubon Society (GVAS) is to
promote environmental conservation. Our mission is to educate
and advocate for protection of the environment, focusing on
birds, wildlife and habitat.

NON PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE
PAID
ROCHESTER, NY
PERMIT NO. 1371

For the most up-to-date information, please visit our
website, gvaudubon.org, or our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gvaudubon/.

Board of Directors
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Inc.
Officers: President, June Summers; Vice President, vacant;
Secretary, Joni Dubner; Treasurer, Karen Curtis.
Committee Chairpersons: Field Trips, vacant;
Fundraising, Lisa McKeown; Publications, Joanne
Mitchell; Programs, vacant; Publicity, Carol Merkel;
Conservation, June Summers; Membership, Loretta
Morrell; Education, vacant; Hospitality, vacant; Directorat-Large, Nancy Strong, Victoria Korth, Emmeline
Gromme, and Brandon Tate; Webmaster, vacant; Web Host,
vacant.
The Meadowlark is published the 1st of September,
November, January, March, and April. Articles for the
Meadowlark should be submitted four weeks prior to the
date of publication. Send articles to Joanne Mitchell, 169
Black Walnut Dr., Rochester, NY 14615, or at
jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com.
Meadowlark staff: Editor & Layout, Joanne Mitchell;
Business Editor, vacant; Printing, Minuteman Press;
Distribution, vacant.

Meadowlark – Go Green
If you would like to reduce the amount of mail
you receive, and help GVAS control its costs,
please send an email to
gvaudubon@gmail.com. Put Opt-Out in your
subject line. Include your name, nine digit zip
code, and email address. We will send you a
notice when a new issue of the Meadowlark is
available on our website.

