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President’s Column 
By June Summers 
Good news. As I type this article in late January, 
construction has started on the restoration project at 
Cranberry Pond, part of Braddock Bay Wildlife 
Management Area. This restoration is designed to restore 
habitat for marsh birds such as bitterns and coots. GVAS 
looks forward to monitoring the marsh this spring to see 
if it attracts more marsh birds than before it was restored. 
We will monitor it again next spring as well. Then we 
will let you know the results. 
 In November I spent a lot of time working with a 
group of bird advocates (Joel Merriman of American Bird 
Conservancy, Amy Kahn of Rochester Birding 
Association, and Kate Kremer of Save Ontario Shores) to 
come up with comments on the new NYS Office of 
Renewable Energy Siting’s draft Regulations and 
Uniform Standards. Our purpose is to make sure that  the 
Office of Renewable Energy Siting (ORES) requires 
wind turbine and solar farm developers to do the studies 
that are necessary to assure that large number of birds and 
bats will not be wiped out by these facilities. Wind 
turbines kill more birds than most people realize because 
it is under-reported by the developers. 
 Solar farm developers do not want to put solar 
farms on brown fields or over parking lots, they want to 
put them in farmers’ fields. What about the birds and 
other animals that used those fields to nest and feed? 
  We had five key concerns about ORES’s draft 
Regulation. The first is the lack of consideration for non-
listed wildlife species. The Regulations discuss a lot 
about avoiding species listed as endangered and 
threatened. However, many grassland birds that are not 
endangered will be affected by loss of habitat. 
  These draft Regulations do not have criteria to 
appropriately site facilities. There are no exclusion 
criteria. Wind turbine facilities should not be sited in 
areas that large numbers of birds or bats migrate through. 
Wind turbine facilities should not be built in communities 
that do not want them. 
  The Regulations have unrealistic timelines and 
automatic project approvals. The Regulations require the 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
to comment on studies done by the applicant in a few 
short weeks or the application goes on to the next stage in 
the process without the DEC’s input. The DEC’s Bureau 
of Wildlife is operating understaffed and over worked. A 
few short weeks is not enough time.   
 There are also automatic project approvals build 
into the Regulations. During the one year from the time 
that the developer puts in their application to the end of 
the year when they will receive their permit to build the 
facility they have to turn in reports. If the developer does 
not hear back from the ORES in a set period of time then 
that report is automatically approved and the developer 
may continue to prepare for their permit. 
  The Regulations do not give communities an 
opportunity to voice their opinion about these facilities. 
The developers are required to hold “at least one meeting 
for community members that will be adversely impacted 
by the siting of the facility.” These meeting are to educate 
the community, not to allow them to voice their opinion.  
One meeting is not enough, there should be several. 
 While the ORES draft Regulations require 
developers to conduct wildlife site characterizations 
summarizing existing public information on birds, bats 
and other species, it does not require feet-on-the-ground 
surveys for common animals. The DEC must provide 
feedback on this report within four weeks of receiving it 
from the developer. These draft Regulations do not 
require feet-on-the-ground surveys unless endangered or 
threatened species are believed to be in the area where the 
wind farm will be built. Nor do the draft Regulations 
require the developer to perform post-construction 
mortality studies for birds and bats. This is so important 
for understanding how these wind farms are affecting 
populations of resident and migratory birds and bats. 
Information from post-construction mortality studies 
allow developers to change the operation of their turbines 
to avoid birds and bats and save lives. 
 The above are the topics we wrote ORES about in hopes 
that they will change the Regulations for a better 
tomorrow.



 Programs
March Program 
March 23, 2021, 7:30 pm 
“Monty and Rose: The Story of Chicago’s Piping Plovers” 
By Zoom 
“Monty and Rose” is a 2019 documentary written and directed by Bob Dolgan. The film tells the story of a pair of 
endangered piping plovers that nested at Chicago’s Montrose Beach, becoming the first of the species to nest in the city 
since 1955. The endangered birds took up residence on one of the busiest stretches of one of the busiest beaches in 
Chicago. Those interviewed for the film include volunteers, biologists and other advocates who spoke out when a music 
festival was scheduled within feet of the plovers’ nest site. The film made its debut on November 18, 2019, with a 
showing at the historic Music Box Theatre; Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker declared the date Illinois Piping Plover Day to 
honor the birds. “Monty and Rose” was an official selection of the One Earth Film Festival and aired on Chicago's PBS 
station, WTTW Channel 11, on May 2, 2020. More information is available at www.montyandrose.net.  
 Bob Dolgan created his first film, “Monty and Rose,” as a volunteer plover monitor in Chicago in 2019. He is the 
founder of Turnstone Strategies, a marketing/communications firm with a specialty in nonprofit organizations, and a 
Board Member of Chicago Ornithological Society. 
You need to register; email June Summers at summers@frontiernet.net by March 21. 

Thank You! 
Thank you to all who. 
gave to the GVAS 2020 
Annual Appeal. We 
know that each and 
every gift came from 
the heart. 
Donor Levels: 
$100 and Over 
Massie Family Fund 
Ms. Ann Stevens & Mr. 
Wm Shattuck 
Suzanne R Robinson 
Judith M Wood 
Robert T Kimbrough 
Sylvia Schenck 
Diana E Marquis 
Gary DeWitt 
Carolea C Clothier 
Steward P Stover 
James C Murdock 
Paul Hamilton 
Gary J Myers 
Mary Ann Fink 
Eleanor M Rusling 
Geraldine Wilson 
Edward J Niles 
Terry Platt 
$50 - $99 
Jeral Lablanc 
Mabelle Pizzutiello 
William L. Cunningham 
Elizabeth Affolter 
Martin Kennedy 
Susan E Chapman 
Jason Conradt 

Leslie J Apetz 
Vincent M Maxwell 
Mary J Stickles 
Thomas E Burger 
Amy G McFarlane 
Elizabeth Affolter 
David D Meisel 
Darryl E. Miller 
Richard H Roomian 
Cynthia C Whited 
Joyce M Dustman 
Paul R Munch 
Pam Garavuso 
Palmiter's Garden 
Nursery 
Pamela Przybylski-
Ladue 
Jerald Eichelbeger 
Sheila K Murphy 
John M Ward 
Nancy Gombert 
Richard E Kreipe 
Linda  L Clayton 
Sherry Bryant 
Mary G Sheridan 
Cassandra D Petsos 
Eberhard Thieme 
Deborah J McLean 
Elise Ann Rosenfeld 
C Harold Gaffin 
Robert B Stiles 
Janice M Tuschong 
Leslie H Jacobs 
Marty and Cathy 
Gardner 
    

$25 – 49 
Rachel Meyer 
William L. Cunningham 
Debra A Kalucki 
Gerald E English 
Sue Sampson 
Ann Sartwell 
Louise D. McGee 
Pamela J. Paris 
Ronald J Davey 
Hugh L Ratigan 
Kristen Waterstram 
Shelley Mainone 
Nancy L Morgan 
Burton J Kay 
Maureen T Shaw 
Grace D Canham 
Margaret W Downen 
Marilyn Konopka 
Francis J Grinnan, Jr 
Susan J Hicks 
Jane F Stock 
William G Ebersbach 
Stephen Calloway 
Linda R Roca 
Marcy A Bedette 
Jantina Cornelison 
Linda Anne Kohl 
Kathleen M. Gill 
David P Crawford 
Cynthia P Adams 
Jane Tuttle 
Barbara Marks 
Bethel Ann Powers 
Pat A Smith 
Bruce I Katz 

Barbara Knickerbocker 
Joni P Robishaw 
Gail P Shoemaker 
Terrance Chrzan 
Elizabeth D Woodard 
Jerome M Herron 
Janet M Miles 
Debora L Bradley 
Jennalee A Holzschuh 
Cheri Johnson 
Arline M Liberti 
Susan L Dybas 
Edward N Webster 
Peggy Dempsey 
Russell A Peck 
Harry Doty 
Other 
Maggie Finn 
Joy Collins 
Marge Schwab 
Kara Dowley 
Audrey M Cunico 
Joyce M Luke 
James R Moran 
Philip J Ferrara 
Pamela Wade-Mercer 
Patti McGahan 
Paul Forcella 
Chiromag 
Richard C Sutton 
Susan A Cupriks 
Mary F Grenier 
Charles A Miller 
Christine A Sackett



Field Trips
Monday, March 15 10:00am 
Tinker Nature Park 1525 Calkins Road, Henrietta, 
14534 
This will be a great opportunity to learn about the birds 
that overwinter in our area. We will be walking through 
several different habitats in this walk of less than two 
miles. Dress in layers, and know that trails could be 
muddy in spots. Binoculars will enhance your 
enjoyment. Due to Covid 19 participation is limited. 
Masks and Social Distancing practices are required. To 
register Email Loretta Morrell at 
loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com by Saturday, March 
13. 
Saturday, April 24, 10:00am 11:00am 
Turning Point Park, 260 Boxart Street 
In anticipation of City Nature Challenge 2021, we will 
be utilizing the iNaturalist app on our smartphones, or 
we can also use the desktop version and upload 
pictures from a phone or camera. We will meet in the 
parking lot at Turning Point Park and enjoy a stroll 
along the river trail. The trail is mostly flat but access 
to and from the parking lot is a gradual slope. If there 
are enough participants, we will split off to cover both 
the lower and upper trail. If possible, please load the 
iNaturalist app onto your phone before meeting up. All 
participants must wear masks, socially distance, and 
read and agree to the GVAS waiver 
document. Participation will be limited because of 
precautions. For questions or to register email Loretta 
Morrell at loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com. 

Tuesday, April 27, Brickyard Trail at Sandra 
Frankel Nature Park, 7:00pm-9:00pm.   
Participants will meet in the front of the Brighton 
Library Parking Lot, 2300 Elmwood Avenue,14618. 
This is a casual evening nature walk to watch for birds 
and early spring flowers while listening for 
frogs and other wildlife. This short easy 
walk of about a mile and a half round trip 
will give us a chance to explore an urban 
wetland at dusk. Who knows what we will find? 
Binoculars will enhance your enjoyment. Dress for the 
weather. Masks and Social Distancing practices are 
required.  Participation is limited and preregistration is 
necessary. To register email June Summers at 
summers@frontiernet.net no later than Sunday, April 
25. 

Monday, May 10, 10:00am-11:00am 
Zoo Road, Durand Eastman Park 
Celebrate winter turning into spring 
with a easy stroll along a level 
paved road. We’ll be looking for 
early migrants and wildflowers. Zoo 
road will more than likely be closed off  to cars, so we 
will plan on meeting across the street in the parking lot 
on Lakeshore Blvd. Wear comfortable footwear, and 
bring binoculars, if you have them. All participants 
must wear masks, socially distance, and read and 
agree to the GVAS waiver document. Participation 
will be limited because of precautions. For questions 
or to register email Loretta Morrell at 
loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com. 

Sunday, May 16, 8:00am-10:00am 
Mt. Hope Cemetery 
Join us at the North Gate of Mt Hope 
Cemetery for birding and history as we 
stroll through the older section of this Victorian 
cemetery. The large mature trees and bushes are very 
attractive to migrating birds. Bring your binoculars.  
The North Gate is on Mt Hope Ave across from 
Robinson Dr. (This is NOT the gate that is across from 
the Distillery Restaurant.) Participants must wear 
masks and socially distance. Preregistration is required 
and will be available at the FOMH.org website 
starting one month before the event. There is a charge 
of $12, which goes toward a cemetery restoration 
fund. For questions, email Joanne Mitchell at 
jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com.  

Saturday May 22, 9:00am-11:00am 
Burger Park, part of the Braddock Bay Wildlife 
Management Area, 99 Hogan Point Road, Hilton, 
NY  14468 
Migration should be well underway. We will be 
looking for grassland bird species as well as osprey, 
eagles and hawks which could be migrating overhead. 
Many of our breeding songbird species should be back 
in town, so it could be an exciting day of looking and 
listening for birds. Trails could be wet and muddy; 
wear appropriate footwear. All participants must wear 
masks, socially distance, and read and agree to the 
GVAS waiver document. Participation will be 
limited. For questions or to register email Loretta 
Morrell at loretta.morrell.gvas@gmail.com. 



Board of Directors 
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Inc. 
Officers: President, June Summers; Vice President, vacant; 
Secretary, Joni Dubner; Treasurer, Karen Curtis. 
Committee Chairpersons: Field Trips, vacant; 
Fundraising, Lisa McKeown; Publications, Joanne 
Mitchell; Programs, vacant; Publicity, Carol Merkel; 
Conservation, June Summers; Membership, Loretta 
Morrell; Education, vacant; Hospitality, vacant; Director-
at-Large, Nancy Strong, Victoria Korth, Emmeline 
Gromme, and Brandon Tate; Webmaster, vacant; Web Host, 
vacant. 
The Meadowlark is published the 1st of September, 
November, January, March, and April. Articles for the 
Meadowlark should be submitted four weeks prior to the 
date of publication. Send articles to Joanne Mitchell, 169 
Black Walnut Dr., Rochester, NY 14615, or at 
jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com. 
Meadowlark staff: Editor & Layout, Joanne Mitchell; 
Business Editor, vacant; Printing, Minuteman Press; 
Distribution, vacant.

Genesee Valley Audubon Society 
Meadowlark 
P.O. Box 15512, Rochester, NY 14615-0512 
GVAS: A chapter of the National Audubon Society

The vision of Genesee Valley Audubon Society (GVAS) is to 
promote environmental conservation. Our mission is to educate 
and advocate for protection of the environment, focusing on 
birds, wildlife and habitat.
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Meadowlark – Go Green 
If you would like to reduce the amount of mail 
you receive, and help GVAS control its costs, 
please send an email to 
gvaudubon@gmail.com. Put Opt-Out in your 
subject line. Include your name, nine digit zip 
code, and email address. We will send you a 
notice when a new issue of the Meadowlark is 
available on our website.

For the most up-to-date information, please visit our 
website, gvaudubon.org, or our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gvaudubon/.

Helen and Ritter Shumway Foundation 
Many thanks to the Helen and Ritter Shumway 
Foundation for the $5000 grant they gave GVAS this 
year.  We will use it to help pay our coordinator for 
the Marsh Monitoring program at the Cranberry Pond 
restoration and other projects. 


