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President’s Column 
By June Summers 
In the Sept.–Oct. Meadowlark I wrote that two 
years ago the Trump administration had changed 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) to no longer 
protect birds but to benefit developers, allowing 
them to kill birds if it was “unintentional.” On Aug. 
12 as the Meadowlark went to print US Judge 
Valerie Caproni ruled in a case brought against the 
Department of Interior by eight state attorney 
generals, the National Audubon Society, and other 
environmental societies. Judge Caproni 
admonished the Interior Department with a passage 
from “To Kill a Mockingbird.” “It is not only a sin 
to kill a mockingbird, it is also a crime,” Caproni 
wrote. “That has been the letter of the law for the 
past century. But if the Department of the Interior 
has its way, many mockingbirds and other 
migratory birds that delight people and support 
ecosystems throughout the country will be killed 
without legal consequence.” 

It remains to be seen as to whether the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service will carry out the MBTA to the 
letter of the law. 

Help Audubon to protect the MBTA and other 
environmental laws by monitoring the Audubon.org 
web site and visiting the Take Action icon in the top 
navigation bar or signing up for Audubon Alerts to 
come to your email. 

This has been a very difficult year for all of us. 
Covid-19 caught us all by surprise and suddenly 
everything stopped. All of the programs and field 
trips that GVAS had planned for our members were 
cancelled. Now that we have a better understanding 
of how Covid-19 is transmitted, GVAS is trying to 

get back on track by offering Zoom meetings and a 
few field trips with limited attendees.   

GVAS was able to run several events outdoors this 
summer and stay socially distant very successfully. 
GVAS held two weed pulls in Braddock Bay Fish 
and Wildlife Management Area for the invasive 
European water chestnut on July 25 and August 15. 
Since GVAS is working on State land, we partnered 
with the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). On July 25 we partnered with 
the Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional Invasive 
Species Management (FL-
Prism) and the New York 
Parks Boat Stewards to pull 
735 pounds out of Salmon 
Creek, which runs into 
Braddock Bay. On August 
15 eight of our members 
and four members of the 
FL-PRISM pulled 740 lbs. 
This brought the total for 
that area to 1470 lbs, 
cleaning most of that area 
out. 

GVAS also worked with 
the DEC and the FL-
PRISM to pull water 
chestnuts from the south 
end of Long Pond, which 
is also in the Braddock Bay area. By the end of 
August over 2000 lbs were pulled from there but 
there was still more to be removed. 

European water chestnut is a large plant that 
reproduces quickly and will cover the surface of the 
water in a few years. That is why it is important 
that it be removed before it blocks the sunlight 
from reaching the bottom of the bay or lake. 
Without sunlight the aquatic plants that feed 

Pepper and his owner 
helped with the water 
chestnut pulls.



 

Programs
November Program 
November 17, 2020, 7:30pm  
Conserving wildlife in bright noisy 
places: Do light and noise pollution 
affect urban frogs and bats? 
By Zoom 
In this increasingly urbanized world, global 
biodiversity is threatened by human activities and 
habitat loss. It is important for us to understand how 
urbanization is affecting 
local wildlife to inform 
future urban planning. 
Jason Luscier is an 
Associate Professor of 
Environmental Sciences 
at Le Moyne College in 
Syracuse, NY. His 
research program aims to 
inform conservation strategies for urban wildlife in 
Syracuse. In this program, he will give an overview 
of research with Le Moyne undergraduate students on 
the effects of light pollution on frogs and toads AND 
the effects of noise pollution on bats. 
  Until it is safe to meet in groups of 10 or 
more, GVAS will be meeting online using the Zoom 
app. You will need to register for this program; email 
June at summers@frontier.net by November 15, 
2020. 

January Program 
January 26, 2021, 7:30pm 
Fishers, Cousins of the Weasel 
By Zoom 
Few animals are 
misunderstood more 
than the fisher. What 
is this animal that few 
residents of Western 
NY have even heard 
of and even fewer 
have had the 
opportunity to 
observe? What do they eat?  Is there any cause for 
concern? Where are they and where did they come 
from? Is the DEC studying these animals? NYSDEC 
Biologist Scott Smith will share his knowledge and 
experience with fishers in NY. 
 You need to register; email June at 
summers@frontiernet.net by Jan. 24. 

February Program 
February 23, 2021, 7:30pm 
Cranberry Pond Restoration Project 
By Zoom 
The restoration project for Cranberry Pond in the 
Braddock Bay Fish and Wildlife Management Area that 
we told you about last year should be built this winter, if 
Mother Nature allows. 
Last year Ducks 
Unlimited, the contractor 
that is planning and 
building the project, had 
permitting issues. They 
were simply doing too 
many projects to get this 
one started. 
 Genesee Valley 
Audubon is working with Audubon Great Lakes, 
Audubon New York and the Department of 
Environmental Conservation to make this the best 
restoration project possible. Andrew Hinickle, 
conservation biologist for Audubon New York, is going 
to give us the details of the design and what birds will 
benefit from the project. June Summers will also be 
there to discuss GVAS’ participation in the project. 
 You need to register; email June at 
summers@frontiernet.net by Feb. 21. 

Happy Holidays 
The upcoming holiday season will be like none we 
have experienced in the past. Large gatherings will not 
be safe. We will have to find new ways to celebrate. 
Here are our wishes for you: 

We wish that you will connect with loved ones and 
friends, even if only by phone or by computer.  

We wish that you will find comfort and hope in your 
spiritual practices, whatever they are. 

We wish that you will find peace in nature, especially 
in watching birds.  



Field Trips
Chickadee Walk 
Mendon Ponds Park 
November 14, 2020, 9:00 am 
Come and join Joni & Jon Dubner 
for a walk in the woods; no more 
than 2 hours in Mendon Ponds 
Park. Walk a trail and feed the 
chickadees, tufted titmice & 
nuthatches while enjoying nature. 
Fun for the whole family!! All are 
welcome to participate in this outdoor adventure. 
Registration is required as well as face covering.  

We will meet Saturday, November 
14, 2020 at 9:00 am in the Nature 
Center Parking lot on Pond Rd off 
of Clover St (the southernmost of the 
3 park entrances off Clover) Dress for 
the weather (wear boots, warm 

clothes, etc.) Seed will be provided – donation 
optional. Register to attend and obtain information 
about the event from Joni at 585-338-3712. 

Walk in Durand-Eastman 
November 21, 2020, 9:00 am 
Join GVAS for a walk in the woods of Durand-Eastman 
Park. We will be walking up and down hills as we 

make our way 
from Log Cabin 
Rd. to Zoo Rd, 
and back. We 
will of course be 
looking for birds 
and other 
creatures. We 

will meet at the entrance of Log Cabin Rd., at Lake 
Shore Blvd. There is a small parking lot just up the 
road. If there is not enough space or if the gate is 
closed, please park across Lake Shore Blvd. in the 
beach parking lot. 
  
Please register with June at summers@frontiernet.net 
or (585) 355-1824. We will be observing social 
distancing and wear masks. We will have liability 
wavers for you to sign when we meet. 

Short-eared Owls and other Field Birds   
January 30, 2021, 3:00 pm 
Nations Road area, Avon 
Many non-birding people think birdwatching stops 
during the winter. GVAS goes birdwatching year 
round and winter can be especially 
rewarding. Once again this year we 
will be leading an owl and winter 
raptor prowl in the Nations Road 
area on January 30, 2021 at 3:00 
p.m. Last year we saw Red Tailed 
Hawks, Horned Larks, Northern 
Harriers, a herd of White Tail Deer 
crossing a field and the star of the 
show...Short-Eared Owls. It is nature and we never 
know what we will see, but it is always fun. If you 
wish to join in the fun, meet us on January 30, 2021 at 
3:00 p.m. in the Tops parking lot in Avon on Route 5 
& 20. From there we will head to Nations Rd area. 
  
Please register with June at summers@frontiernet.net 
or (585) 355-1824. This is a driving field trip; when 
we get out of our cars we will observe social 
distancing and wear masks. We will have liability 
wavers for you to sign when we meet. 

President’s column, continued from page1

everything that lives in the water would die off. So 
you can see why it is so important that we be as 
persistent as the water chestnut is. We hope that if you 
have a kayak or canoe you will join us next summer. 
Our last event was the 
Coastal CleanUp at 
Braddock Bay on Sept. 
19. Twelve of our 
members showed up to 
pick up the trash left by 
others over the summer. 
They collected 105 
pounds of plastic, bottles, 
cans, food wrappers and a 
tire. This is a lot less than 
we have picked up in the 
past. I would like to 
think that people care 
more about the 
environment and are not 
leaving as much trash as they have in the past. 

Doug Rabjohns volunteered 
for the Beach CleanUp.



Board of Directors 
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Inc. 
Officers: President, June Summers; Vice President, vacant; 
Secretary, Joni Dubner; Treasurer, Karen Curtis. 
Committee Chairpersons: Field Trips, vacant; 
Fundraising, Lisa McKeown; Publications, Joanne 
Mitchell; Programs, vacant; Publicity, Carol Merkel; 
Conservation, June Summers; Membership, Loretta 
Morrell; Education, vacant; Hospitality, vacant; Director-
at-Large, Nancy Strong, Victoria Korth, Emmeline 
Gromme, and Brandon Tate; Webmaster, vacant; Web Host, 
vacant. 
The Meadowlark is published the 1st of September, 
November, January, March, and April. Articles for the 
Meadowlark should be submitted four weeks prior to the 
date of publication. Send articles to Joanne Mitchell, 169 
Black Walnut Dr., Rochester, NY 14615, or at 
jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com. 
Meadowlark staff: Editor & Layout, Joanne Mitchell; 
Business Editor, vacant; Printing, Minuteman Press; 
Distribution, vacant.

Genesee Valley Audubon Society 
Meadowlark 
P.O. Box 15512, Rochester, NY 14615-0512 
GVAS: A chapter of the National Audubon Society

The vision of Genesee Valley Audubon Society (GVAS) is to 
promote environmental conservation. Our mission is to educate 
and advocate for protection of the environment, focusing on 
birds, wildlife and habitat.

NON PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
ROCHESTER, NY 
PERMIT NO. 1371

Meadowlark – Go Green 
If you would like to reduce the amount of 
mail you receive, and help GVAS control 
its costs, please send an email to 
gvaudubon@gmail.com. Put Opt-Out in 
the subject line. Include your name, nine 
digit zip code, and email address. We will 
send you a notice when a new issue of the 
Meadowlark is available on our website.

For the most up-to-date information, please visit our 
website, gvaudubon.org, or our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/ groups/gvaudubon/.


