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President’s column
by June Summers
Cranberry Pond Restoration
This fall the National Audubon Society’s Great
Lakes office received a Sustain Our Great Lakes
Grant to do restoration work in five sites within
three high priority coastal wetland complexes: (1)
Buckhorn Island and the (2) Niagara River within the
Niagara River Corridor, (3) Cranberry Pond within
the Braddock Bay Wildlife
Management Area, and (3) The
Sag and (4) Stearns Bayou within
the Grand River Wetland
Complex.
That means that in 2019 they will
be working with SUNY Brockport
and Ducks Unlimited to study the
vegetation in the Cranberry marsh
to plan on where to construct channels and pot holes
while still missing areas where high native plant
diversity exists. Cranberry Pond will benefit from
significant improvements to coastal marsh habitat
that will more closely resemble historic conditions
prior to cattail invasion and be more attractive to
migrating and breeding birds and other resident
native wildlife community.
This project will resemble the project that was
recently carried out in Braddock Bay where potholes
and channels were put in. The Cranberry Pond
project, by increasing open water habitat and creating
a more equitable ratio of water interspersed with
emergent vegetation (“hemi-marsh”), will provide
more suitable conditions for wetland-dependent
wildlife. In addition, potholes will be designed to
maximize interspersion, which will also encourage
plant diversity that will in turn support a more diverse
wildlife community. Marsh birds and waterfowl will
benefit by improved foraging and resting areas.
Shallow potholes will revegetate with submerged
aquatic vegetation and provide habitat for fish,

amphibians, invertebrates and other water creatures
and birds.
Improved hydrologic connectivity to enhance fish
passage and increase flow will be achieved by the
excavation of channels and potholes. Specifically,
northern pike will benefit by gaining access to
existing remnant sedge meadow habitat that is
currently inaccessible due to the expansion and
accretion of the dense cattail stand. Sedge meadow
habitat is necessary for the successful reproduction of
northern pike, both as a
spawning substrate and for
support of early life history
stages.
Genesee Valley Audubon
Society also has a grant this
year, this one from the National
Audubon Society; it is an
Audubon in action grant. It
will allow GVAS to reach out to diverse audiences in
the city to educate them about keeping storm water
clean and the value of wetlands. It also will allow us
to make the residents around Cranberry Pond aware
of the advantages of the restoration project and how
they can help to take care of the water quality of the
pond.
If you can help us make
contact with youth groups in
the city that might be
interested in learning about
their environment or if you
would like to volunteer to
help us reach out to these
groups, please email June at
summers@frontiernet.net.

Programs
January Program
More Than Just a Walk in the Park:
The Modern Zoo's Role in
Conservation, Education, and
Community Engagement
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019, 7:30 pm
Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs meeting room
2300 Elmwood Ave., Brighton
Today's modern
zoo serves both as
a recreational
facility for
families as well as
a multifaceted
organization focusing on education and
conservation. Monroe County’s Seneca Park Zoo
strives to combine these attributes in order to foster
a sense of stewardship for the preservation of
biodiversity both locally and on a global scale.
Utilizing the public's desire to connect with the
animals under our care, we will discuss the inner
workings of the Zoo and what a day in the life of a
zoo keeper looks like when your coworker may be a
leopard gecko or a lion! Presenter, James Weinpress,
more than a zoo keeper.

February Program
Why Native Berries are Better for
Birds
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2019, 7:30 pm
Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs meeting room
2300 Elmwood Ave., Brighton
Susan Smith-Pagano, RIT
Professor, will speak on the
nutritional importance of native
berries for migratory birds, and
the implications of invasive
berries. Her talk will focus on
her research and will provide
some specific data on the
nutrition of different berries, but also will provide
some recommendations for migratory bird plantings

of non-native berries. When you are a migratory
bird, eating a berry with the most “BANG” for
your system will help you on you way.
Join us to learn what might be the best berry
bushes to plant in your yard.

Great Backyard Bird Count
February 15-18, 2019

You are invited to participate in the Great Backyard
Bird Count (GBBC) and become a citizen scientist.
For at least 15 minutes on one or more days of the
count, February 15-18, 2019, simply tally the
numbers and kinds of birds you see. You can count
from any location.
Each checklist submitted during the GBBC helps
researchers at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and
the National Audubon Society learn more about how
birds are doing, and how to protect them and the
environment we share.
Last year, more than 190,000 participants worldwide
submitted their bird observations online, creating the
largest instantaneous snapshot of global bird
populations ever recorded. Over 6,000 species of
birds were reported, with the Northern Cardinal the
most frequently reported, followed by the Dark-eyed
Junco, the Mourning Dove, and the American Crow.
The 22nd annual GBBC will be held Friday,
February 15, through Monday, February 18, 2019.
Please visit the official website at birdcount.org for
more information.
This website gives instructions for participating,
results of the 2018 bird count including photos
submitted by participants, check lists of birds found
in each zip code, and tips for tricky birds IDs.

Dr. Smith-Pagano’s research was performed in the
Rochester area. She has been studying several
different native berries against the food value of
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Field Trips

1ST SUNDAY NATURE WALKS

Owl Prowl
Jan. 26, 2019, 3:00 pm
Nations Road area, Avon
Many non-birding people
think birdwatching stops
during the winter. But not for us at GVAS. We
go birdwatching year round and winter can be
especially rewarding. We have had so much fun
in the past looking for winter owls and raptors
in the Nations Road area we are going to do it
again on January 26, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.
Last year we saw Red Tail Hawks, Horned
Larks, Northern Harriers, Ring-neck Pheasants,
a herd of White Tail Deer crossing a field, and
the star of the show….(drum roll please) ShortEared Owls. It’s nature and we never know
what we will see, but it is always fun.
If you wish to join in the fun, meet us on
January 26, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. in the Tops
parking lot in Avon on Route 5 & 20. From
there we will head to Nations Rd.

The first Sunday of every month GVAS will host a nature
walk through a local park. Join our
adventure as we stroll through the park
looking for birds and other wildlife. See the
beauty that nature has to offer. We will visit
a different location each month. Listed
below are upcoming walks:
Jan. 6, 2019, 9:00 am, Cranberry Pond Trail, Braddock
Bay Park, 199 E. Manitou Rd.,
We will meet in the parking lot near the lodges. We will talk
about the restoration work that the National Audubon
Society is going to do in Cranberry Pond while walking
along the trail, bird watching.
Feb. 3, 2019, 9:00 am, Shadow Pines Park in Penfield,
Join us for a fun nature walk through this new nature area.
Meet in the parking lot behind the Clark House enter from
Whalen Rd.
March 3, 2019, 9:00 am, Shadow Pines Park in Penfield
Directions above.
Follow GVAS on Facebook or Twitter for updates or email
Lisa at lisamck0503@gmail.com. Also feel free to call or
text Lisa at 585-899-9616.

Chickadee Hike
Valentines Walk in the Woods
February 9, 2019, 9:30 am
Joni & Jon Dubner will be partnering with the
great staff from
The Birdhouse to
lead a hike (no
more than 2
hours) in Mendon
Ponds Park. Come
get up close and
personal with
nature. We will
hand-feed wild
songbirds while enjoying the park. Fun for your
sweetheart and the whole family!! All are
welcome to participate in this outdoor
adventure on Saturday, February 9, 2019. We
will meet at 9:30 am in the Nature Center
Parking lot on Pond Rd off of Clover St (the
southernmost of the 3 park entrances off
Clover) Dress for the weather (wear boots,
warm clothes, etc.) Seed will be provided –
donation optional.

JANUARY-FEBRUARY2019

ROC THE DAY
Many thanks to everyone who
donated to GVAS and the
RFalconcam on Nov. 28, 2018,
ROC-THE-DAY. You were
generous enough that GVAS
was given $425.95 and RFalconcam was given
$1,298.29.
Thank you again.
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GVAS: A chapter of the National Audubon Society
The vision of Genesee Valley Audubon Society (GVAS) is to
promote environmental conservation. Our mission is to educate
and advocate for protection of the environment, focusing on birds,
wildlife and habitat.
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Follow Genesee Valley Audubon Society on Facebook for
program and ﬁeld trip reminders and much more.

Board of Directors
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Inc.
Officers: President, June Summers; Vice
President, vacant; Secretary, Joni Dubner;
Treasurer, Karen Curtis.
Committee Chairpersons: Field Trips, vacant;
Fundraising, Lisa McKeown; Publications,
Joanne Mitchell; Programs, vacant; Publicity,
Carol Merkel; Conservation, June Summers;
Membership, Loretta Morrell; Education, vacant;
Hospitality, vacant; Director-at-Large, Nancy
Strong; and Jennalee Holzschuh; Webmaster,
vacant; Web Host, vacant.
The Meadowlark is published the 1st of
September, November, January, March, and
April. Articles for the Meadowlark should be
submitted four weeks prior to the date of
publication. Send articles to Joanne Mitchell,
169 Black Walnut Dr., Rochester, NY 14615, or
at jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com.
Meadowlark staff: Editor & Layout, Joanne
Mitchell; Business Editor, vacant; Printing,
Minuteman Press; Distribution, vacant.

GVaudubon.org is back up
The GVaudubon.org web site is back up and running. We
think you will like the way we look. Check us out!

