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President’s Column by June Summers, President of GVAS
State of the Birds, 2016
If All Birds Could be Ducks
President Woodrow Wilson and Great Britain’s
King George V pledged to protect migratory birds in
1916, the Convention for the Protection of Migratory
Birds, i.e. Migratory Bird Treaty, a collaborative
conservation agreement between the U.S. and Canada to
protect North American birds. In 1936 the Mexican
president Lázaro Cárdenas and the U.S. approved a
treaty to protect birds. Currently there are 350 bird
species that are trinational.
In the 20th century duck populations declined in
the three nations. Our three nations formulated the
North American Waterfowl Management Plan. Through
planning and wetland conservation duck populations are
being restored. This shows that we can make a
difference and turn bird populations around.
Now we need to effectively apply a trinational
model to all birds because 1/3 of all North American
species will be at risk of extinction unless we take
conservation measures now. We have a plan, the North
American Bird Conservation Initiative (NABCI),
which provides the framework to protect birds and their
habitat. Included in NABCI are some of the reasons why
birds are important. Birds bring out the best in people.
Birds are important economic resources (hunting, bird
watching) and cultural resources (national symbols,
sports team mascots). Bird habitats are sinks for
greenhouse gases so bird conservation can help
countries meet Paris Agreement commitments to reduce
climate change. Birds connect our continent. Birds are a
shared resource, they migrate across countries and
oceans. One third of our North American bird species
need urgent conservation action: 432 species are on the
Watch List, i.e. at risk of extinction.
Every few years a report is issued on the welfare of
North American birds, the State of the Birds. This year it
showed that the most threatened birds are ocean birds
(57% - 54 species) and Tropical – Sub Tropical (56% 478 species); they have small/declining populations,

small ranges, and/or have a severe threat to their habitat.
The next threatened groups are Coastal birds (37% - 164
species), birds that live in Arid lands (28% - 64 species)
and Grassland birds (27% - 45 species). Some of these
species have lost 70% of their population since the mid
– 1970’s.
The North American wetland and waterfowl
conservation efforts capitalized on the synergies
between continental policy and funding (North
American Wetland Conservation Act), coordinated
science across species ranges (North American
Waterfowl Management Plan), and delivered habitat
conservation partnerships on the ground with nonprofit
local groups.
Birds other than waterfowl also have a clear need
for comprehensive conservation efforts. The
coordinated science across species ranges has been
developed (e.g., the Partners in Flight, ‘Saving our
Shared Birds’ plan) and a funding mechanism (e.g. the
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act) is in
place. Now we as Audubon members need to help make
it happen. Healthy land and water provide sustainable
resources for birds and people. The three North
American governments have accomplished a lot for
conservation but they can’t do it alone. Conserving our
shared birds is everyone’s responsibility.
Because birds are excellent indicators of
environmental health, science and data about birds can
help to shape well-rounded policy for conservation as
well as for agriculture, industry and human health. The
science in the State of the Birds report presents the best
available broad-based science on the status of birds and
the environment.
When we conserve habitat for birds we all win.
Healthy land and water provide sustainable resources
for birds and people. Our governments have
accomplished a lot for conservation but they can’t do it
alone. Conserving our shared birds is everyone’s
responsibility. Because birds are excellent indicators of
environmental health, birds can help shape well-rounded
Continued on Page 2

Programs
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM
The Uncomfortable Elephant Bird of
Color in the Room--Addressing the
Coming Changes in Conservation

OCTOBER PROGRAM
Saving Villagers, Rainforest &
Wildlife with a Stethoscope & Hoof
Trimmers

TUESDAY, Sept. 27, 2016, 7:00 p.m.
RIT, Student Alumni Union (SAU), Room 2510
Enter RIT from W. Jefferson Rd, onto Lomb
Memorial Dr. The SAU is located at the south end
of the drive just past the loop.
Dr. J. Drew Lanham (B.A. Zoology 1988; M.S.
Zoology 1990; Ph.D. Forest Resources 1997) is a
native of Edgefield and Aiken, South Carolina. In his
twenty years as a Clemson University faculty
member he’s worked to understand how forest
management impacts wildlife and how human beings
think about nature. He has focused on the impacts of
forest management and other human activities on
songbirds, herpetofauna, small mammals and
butterflies. In his teaching, research, and outreach
roles, Drew translates conservation science to make
it relevant to others in ways that are evocative and
understandable. Recently he has begun to investigate
how ethnic groups (especially Black Americans)
relate to wildlife and other conservation issues. He’s
also interested in how birders and hunters might
bridge philosophical gaps to effect conservation. As a
Black American he’s intrigued with how culture and
ethnic prisms can bend perceptions of nature and its
care. His “Connecting the Conservation Dots” and
“Coloring the Conservation Conversation” messages
have been delivered internationally as calls for
increased focus on inclusion, diversity and passion in
the environmental movement.
Drew espouses that conservation must be a
blending of head and heart, rigorous science and
evocative art. He is an avid birder and hunter whose
active membership on a diverse array of conservation
boards reflects a desire to link conservation agendas
towards greater purpose.
This meeting is in conjunction with the Seneca
Park Zoo Society. Book signing to follow.

TUESDAY, Oct. 25, 2016, 7:30 p.m.
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Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room
2300 Elmwood Avenue, Brighton

Dr. Jeff Wyatt, Health in Harmony (http://
www.healthinharmony.org/) board member and
Seneca Park Zoo veterinarian, will describe a
successful and sustainable conservation strategy
combining “radical listening” and capacity
building enhancing community led solutions
reversing trends in poverty and deforestation in
Borneo. Over 5 years, this “One Health
Initiative” resulted in a 68% reduction in
logging of Gunung Palung National Park, home
to 10% (2,500) of the world’s remaining
population of wild Bornean orangutans plus a
diversity of other “at risk” wildlife and plant
species. Learn how “radical listening” may
prove useful for launching other local & global
conservation successes!
Radical listening could lead to a radical
conservation movement throughout the World.
President’s Column, continued from Page 1
policy for conservation as well as for agriculture,
industry, and human health.
What can we do to help? As citizen birders
we can add to the science database by entering
your sightings on eBird.org. As citizens we can
elect representatives who support the foundational
concepts of science-based legislation and
conservation. You can also make conservation and
bird friendly life style changes. As a consumer,
you can buy bird-friendly coffee, certified
sustainable seafood, and paper products.
We can build on the success that is being seen
with duck populations by taking advantage of the
Partners in Flight ‘Saving our Shared Bird Plan’
and the Neotropical Migratory Bird Act and
people like us in the Audubon Society. We can
make a difference for birds and people too.
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VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
Coastal Cleanup at
Payne Beach
Saturday, Sept. 17, 2016,
9:00 a.m.
Location: Dead end of
Lakeshore Dr, off of Payne
Beach Rd, off Lake Ontario
Parkway.

Braddock Bay Water Chestnut Pull 2016
This summer GVAS joined a team from the Finger Lakes
PRISM (Partnership for Regional Invasive Species
Management) and staff from the Seneca Park Zoo Society to
clean up the European Water Chestnuts from the east side of
Braddock Bay near the marina. We pulled a ton and a half to
two tons of it this year. All the work that we have been doing
for the last two years has paid off. We greatly reduced the
amount of water chestnuts in the northeast corner of the bay
and removed all of the infestation in that region this summer.
At the time of this writing more scouting and removal needs
to be done.

Join GVAS for a great day on the lake
as we take part in the International
Coastal Cleanup. As we pick up trash
and litter, we keep data on it. We
report it to the American Littorial
Society and the Ocean Conservancy.
They analyze it to understand where
the majority of coastal trash comes
from. We need volunteers to pick up
trash and others to help us tally the
results and weigh the bags. Call June
for more information at (585)
865-6047 by Friday, Sept. 16. Please
remember to dress for the weather.

Rochester Falcons

Volunteers at the water chestnut pull

2016 was a very successful breeding year for
our Rochester downtown Peregrine falcons.
Beauty and Dot.ca raised four beautiful, healthy
babies: three females (Matilda, Aria, and Lilac)
and one male (Leo). Bird lovers around the
world were able to enjoy watching the family
grow at rfalconcam.com. Now the young have
dispersed on their travels, as expected.
Remember, the word peregrine means wandering
or roving.
A special treat in June was a brief visit to
Rochester by Genesee, one of the two surviving
young falcons from 2015. He was identified by
his bands. He looked healthy and thriving.
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016
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Genesee Valley Audubon Society
Meadowlark
P.O. Box 15512, Rochester, NY 14615-0512
GVAS: A chapter of the National Audubon Society
The vision of Genesee Valley Audubon Society (GVAS) is to
promote environmental conservation. Our mission is to educate
and advocate for protection of the environment, focusing on birds,
wildlife and habitat.
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Keep up-to-date with our web site, www.gvaudubon.org

Board of Directors
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Inc.
Officers: President, June Summers; Vice
President, vacant; Secretary, Joni Dubner;
Treasurer, Karen Curtis.
Committee Chairpersons: Field Trips, vacant;
Fundraising, Lisa McKeown; Publications,
Joanne Mitchell; Programs, vacant; Publicity,
Carol Merkel; Conservation, June Summers;
Membership, vacant; Education, vacant;
Hospitality, vacant; Directors-at-Large, Karl
Reinhold, and Nancy Strong; Webmaster, Jon
Dubner; Web Host, Chad Stewart.
The Meadowlark is published the 1st of
September, November, January, March, and
April. Articles for the Meadowlark should be
submitted four weeks prior to the date of
publication. Send articles to Joanne Mitchell,
169 Black Walnut Dr., Rochester, NY 14615, or
at jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com.
Meadowlark staff: Editor & Layout, Joanne
Mitchell; Business Editor, vacant; Printing,
Minuteman Press; Distribution, vacant.

Meadowlark Opt-Out/Go Green

If you would like to Go Green and reduce the amount of
mail you receive, send GVAS an email to
gvaudubon@gmail.com. Put Opt-Out in the subject line,
include your name, nine digit zip code and email. If you
don’t have email call June at 585-865-6047, leave the
above information, and phone number.

Follow Genesee Valley Audubon Society on Facebook
for program and ﬁeld trip reminders and much more.

