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President’s Column by June Summers, President of GVAS
Good News! The Migratory Bird Treaty Act is
Audubon was instrumental in opposing the Bird
Safe for Now
Killer Amendment and Audubon’s activists—like
This summer the National Audubon Society’s you—sent thousands of messages and made
Action Network stopped a congressional bill that
hundreds of phone calls to the Congressman’s
would have gutted the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
office. Audubon spoke out about it in the news, and
Here is how it happened.
organized a town hall conversation with our
It is illegal to harm or kill migratory birds.
activists to discuss tactics for opposition.
That’s been the law of the land since 1918, when
Audubon also found direct evidence of the
Congress enacted the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
involvement of Duke Energy in promoting
which protects more than 1,000 species. For nearly legislative changes to the Migratory Bird Treaty
a century the MBTA, which Audubon helped to
Act and exposed it using original investigative
pass, has weathered repeated attacks—from claims journalism. An Audubon online petition campaign
that it is unconstitutional, to weakened restrictions resulted in 44,000 emails to the CEO of Duke
on bird baiting, to accusations that the U.S. Fish
Energy, asking Duke to stop attacking the laws that
and Wildlife Service has selectively employed the
protect our birds.
act to punish the oil and gas industry. This latest
But the bad news is, many on Capitol Hill are
assault may be the most egregious yet.
still waging war on birds and bird conservation. We
Congressman Jeff Duncan (R-SC), the sponsor can’t rest while others plan new attacks on the
of legislation aimed at weakening the Migratory
MBTA and our core conservation laws. This victory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), appears to have backed
should encourage us all that we can win the war,
off a destructive course that included sponsoring an but only if we continue to fight!
amendment to the Department of Interior and
Become part of the action network that
Environmental Protection Agency appropriations
stopped Congressman Duncan’s bill. Sign up at
bill that would have eliminated enforcement of the http://www.audubon.org/takeaction.
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
Meadowlark Opt-Out/Go Green
The change of heart followed a vigorous, hardIf you would like to Go Green and reduce the amount
hitting campaign by Audubon’s Washington, DC
of mail you receive, send GVAS an email to
office and a barrage of more than 57,000 messages
gvaudubon@gmail.com. Put Opt-Out in the subject
line, include your name, nine digit zip code and email.
you and other Audubon members sent protesting
If you don’t have email call June at 585-865-6047,
! proposal.
the
leave the above information, and phone number.
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Programs
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM
Genesee Land Trust Cornwall Property,
Preservation of Lakeshore
WEDNESDAY, Sept. 23, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room
2300 Elmwood Avenue, Brighton
The Genesee Land Trust (GLT) has been working
to acquire property along the shore of Lake Ontario.
Doing so will help protect the lake shore from
development and protect water quality. GLT’s newest
property, the Cornwall parcel, is 74 acres in the Wayne
County town of Williamson, just west of the hamlet of
Pultneyville.
The property has a total of two miles of trails
through varying terrain and is a stopping-off place for
migratory birds, making it attractive to birders.
Join us to learn more about the Cornwall Property
and why protecting the lake shore is so important.

OCTOBER PROGRAM
Coyotes
TUESDAY, Oct. 27, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room
2300 Elmwood Avenue, Brighton
Coyotes live among us, quietly, almost invisibly, as
they move from our neighborhoods into woods and
fields and back again.Where did they come from and
why are they here? How are they living in the suburbs,
what are they eating, and what effect are they having
on the local ecosystems?

David Liittschwager has been documenting the
biodiversity of ecosystems around the globe for more
than a decade. Using a one-cubic-foot frame set into
nature, he records everything that moves in and out of
the cube within a 24-hour period, and creates a
stunningly beautiful
portrait of the rich
biodiversity of one tiny
piece of the
world, whether in the
rainforest in Costa Rica,
in a treetop in
Capetown, in the coral
reef, in Central Park,
and now, in the Genesee
River. Liittschwager is
!
author of A World in
One Cubic Foot: Portraits of Biodiversity and
numerous other books of photography of endangered
plants and animals. His work has been featured
by National Geographic.
David and his crew documented macroinvertebrates, small creatures you can hardly see, and
large fish and other wildlife. Many of these creatures
would not have been found in the river 20 to 30 years
ago when the river water wasn’t as clean as it is now.
Join GVAS and the Seneca Park Zoo on Nov. 16 to
discover the biodiversity of the Genesee River
ecosystem and the quality of the water that supports it.

Scott R. Smith, Wildlife Biologist with the New
York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, will enlighten us about coyotes’
behavior, the research he has done on them, and how
we can cohabitate with them and other wildlife.

NOVEMBER PROGRAM
ONECUBICFOOT, the Genesee River
MONDAY, Nov. 16, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
Brighton Town Hall, UPSTAIRS Auditorium
2300 Elmwood Ave., Brighton
This summer the Seneca Park Zoo embarked upon
an amazingly interesting project to examine life in the
Genesee River and introduce you to it. The Zoo
Society hosted environmentalist and photographer
David Liittschwager and members of the Smithsonian
Institute as they replicate Liittschwager’s efforts to
identify the biodiversity found in one cubic foot.

GVAS 40th Anniversary
Wild Wings, Inc.
27 Pond Road, Honeoye Falls, NY,
Saturday, November 14, 2015, 2:00 p.m.
Join GVAS at Wild Wings in Mendon Ponds Park
to celebrate our fortieth anniversary
with the birds of prey. Where better
to celebrate this special event than
with an organization that shares our
belief in the value of teaching
environmental stewardship. Come
see hawks, owls and have some cake.
Forty years ago GVAS was started as Genesee
West Audubon Society to stop a landfill from being
built in the area that is currently Black Creek Park in
Chili. We have done much more since.
Wild Wings is located next to the Nature Center in
Mendon Pond Park, on Pond Rd., off of Clover St.
(Rt. 65). Go to http://www.wildwingsinc.org/; click
on Visit Us on the left for directions.
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Volunteer Projects

Field Trips
Coastal Cleanup at Braddock Bay
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2015, 9:00 a.m.
Location: Braddock Bay Marina, 105 E.
Manitou Rd.
Join GVAS for a great day on the bay as we take part
in the International Coastal Cleanup. As we pick up
trash and litter, we keep data on it. We report it to the
American Littorial Society and the Ocean
Conservancy. They analyze it to understand where
the majority of coastal trash comes from. We will be
picking up trash along the shore of Braddock Bay
and Lake Ontario. We need volunteers to pick up
trash and others to help us tally the results and weigh
the bags. If you have a canoe or boat and would like
to pick up trash in the water please call June at (585)
865-6047, by Friday, Sept. 18. Please remember to
dress for the weather.

Montezuma Wildlife Complex
Saturday, Oct. 10, 9:00 a.m.
Meet at Montezuma National Wildlife
Refuge Visitor Center
Join GVAS to explore the Montezuma Wildlife
Complex while we look for migrating ducks and
shore birds. You never know what you will find
when you get outside.
Leaders are June Summers and Lisa McKeown.
Please call June to reserve your spot by Oct. 9th,
585-865-6047.
We will meet in the parking lot of the Montezuma
National Wildlife Refuge. Dress for the weather.
Directions: The Visitor Center, entrance to the
Wildlife Drive, is located at 3395 U.S. Route 20
East, Seneca Falls, NY, 13148, between Auburn and
Seneca Falls, NY

European Water Chestnut Pull
This summer for the second year GVAS ran two of
many weed pulls to remove European Water Chestnuts
from the northeast section of Braddock Bay Fish and
Wildlife Management Area in Greece. This invasive
weed floats on the surface of the water blocking out the
sunlight that is need by the native aquatic plants and
fish. Individual mature plants range in size from a foot
across to 18 inches across.
Each of the pulls that GVAS sponsored was attended
by 10 people in kayaks and canoes. We were assisted by
Jim Gillett who ferried bags of weeds back to shore in
his motor boat. State Park Boat Stewards joined us as
well. At each pull we pulled three quarters of a ton to a
ton of water chestnuts for a total one and a half to two
tons of water chestnuts.
Ninety nine percent of the water chestnuts were
finally cleared from the Bay by a concerted effort of the
DEC, FL-PRISM, GVAS, US-FWS, Bass Nation, Bass
Nation Jr., and volunteers from the area. Many thanks to
everyone.

!

Volunteers !om SUNY Brockport at the June water
chestnut pu"

Rochester Falcons

Bronx had a spinal cord injury that was
not repairable, and sadly had to be
The Rochester falcons provided us euthanized.
with a mixture of joy and sorrow this
Cadence and Genesee flourished
year. Beauty laid four eggs and three
and soon were flying around
hatched. On banding day the female
downtown and in the river gorge. Soon
was named Cadence and the two males they will leave on their falcon travels.
were named Bronx and Genesee. All
Since they are banded, we might hear
three fledged. However, soon after
where they end up.
fledging Bronx was found injured,
possibly from flying into a building.
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Beauty feeds the first two eyases to
hatch while proud father Dot.ca
looks on.
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Genesee Valley Audubon Society
Meadowlark
P.O. Box 15512, Rochester, NY 14615-0512
GVAS: A chapter of the National Audubon Society
The vision of Genesee Valley Audubon Society (GVAS) is to
promote environmental conservation. Our mission is to educate
and advocate for protection of the environment, focusing on birds,
wildlife and habitat.
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Keep up-to-date with our web site, www.gvaudubon.org

Board of Directors
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Inc.
Officers: President, June Summers; Vice
President, vacant; Secretary, Joni Dubner;
Treasurer, Karen Curtis.
Committee Chairpersons: Field Trips, vacant;
Fundraising, Lisa McKeown; Publications,
Joanne Mitchell; Programs, vacant; Publicity,
Carol Merkel; Conservation, June Summers;
Membership, vacant; Education, vacant;
Hospitality, vacant; Directors-at-Large, Karl
Reinhold, Nancy Strong, and Ravi Sampath;
Webmaster, Jon Dubner; Web Host, Chad
Stewart.
The Meadowlark is published the 1st of
September, November, January, March, and
April. Articles for the Meadowlark should be
submitted four weeks prior to the date of
publication. Send articles to Joanne Mitchell,
169 Black Walnut Dr., Rochester, NY 14615, or
at jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com.
Meadowlark staff: Editor & Layout, Joanne
Mitchell; Business Editor, vacant; Printing,
Minuteman Press; Distribution, vacant.
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The Fast Forward Film Festival
GVAS wants our
members and friends to
know about the Fast
Forward Film Festival,
which features
environmental short
films, that will take place
in April of 2016. We
encourage you to become involved in the festival: submit
a video under five minutes in length about an
environmental issue close to your heart before February
8, 2016. Go to http://www.fastforwardroc.org/ for
more information.
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