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President’s Column by June Summers, President of GVAS

Plan 2014: Lake Ontario Gets a Second
Chance

Lake Ontario — New York’s largest freshwater body
represents one of the state’s most important ecosystems.
It provides drinking water for millions of people,
sustains migrating birds and spawning fish, supports
recreational economies, and underpins a unique way of
life for millions of New Yorkers.

The water levels of Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence
River are regulated by the Moses Saunders Dam under a
joint U.S.-Canada agreement that dates back more than
50 years. That plan was developed before modern
science gave us a full understanding of the fragile
ecosystem.

But now we know. The old system of management is
slowly strangling Lake Ontario.

Fortunately, we have the opportunity to reverse
devastating consequences of the current management
plan for the environment, property owners, and
industries like tourism, hunting and fishing that rely on
a healthy lake. Audubon New York, The Nature
Conservancy and many other stakeholders have worked
for more than a decade with the International Joint
Commission (IJC, a joint U.S.-Canadian entity) to
develop Plan 2014, which achieves a balance of benefits
for all interests by simply restoring some of the natural
fluctuation in water levels.

By adjusting the dam’s operating plan to work with
nature while preventing extreme high and low water
levels, Plan 2014 will restore 64,000 acres of wetland,
boost hydropower production, and increase the
resilience of hundreds of miles of shoreline in the U.S.
and Canada. Shoreline property owners face no
significant additional threat from the new water levels.
The maximum water level difference for Plan 2014 is
only two inches higher than the current regulation,

about the height of a tennis ball. Over time, because of
the more natural fluctuation in water level, some shore

line property owners could see their shorelines begin to
rebuild.

“New York State is currently reviewing the plan and
considering whether to adopt it for the next 50 years,”
says David Klein, senior field representative for The
Nature Conservancy. “Plan 2014 is the biggest
opportunity in our lifetime to restore a Great Lake and
help all who depend on it.”

Please support Plan 2014 by going to
SupportPlan2014.org, take the pledge to support Plan
2014, or check out www.facebook.com/
SupportPlan2014 for frequent updates.

We apologize for the tardiness of the Nov.-Dec. 2014
Meadowlark. Communication problems with our printer
and the added task of stuffing in the envelopes slowed
the students at the Spencerport BOCES Work Activity
Center who seal and label our newsletters.

Great Backyard Bird Count

February 13 - 16, 2015

Join thousands of bird lovers

all around the world as they

count birds in their

neighborhoods and parks. Go =

to http://gbbc.birdcount.org/ N
T

statistics from previous years,

bird lists for your area, tips for

tricky bird IDs, great photos, and more.

for information on how to
participate. You will also see




Programs

Piping Plovers and Least Terns on the

Missouri River

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 7:30 p.m.

Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room
2300 ElImwood Ave., Brighton

Karl Reinhold, one of our
GVAS Board members,
spent his summer working
for Virginia Polytech
University assisting on a
research project on nesting
Piping Plovers and Least
Terns on a 15-mile stretch
of the Missouri River. He
will share his adventures
catching, banding and
following the babies as . .
they grew. Karl will tell us Karl bolding chick,

about the habitat needs of these endangered species and
the threats to their existence. We hope he will be able to
share the results of the research project he worked on by
the time of his presentation. Join us for a close look into
the lives of Piping Plovers and Least Terns that you
can’t get anywhere else.

The Ordinary Extraordinary Junco
Tuesday, February 24, 2015, 7:30 p.m.

Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room,
2300 ElImwood Ave., Brighton

The Ordinary Extraordinary Junco is a documentary
film project designed to engage, entertain, and inspire
student and adult audiences of all
backgrounds. The feature-length
film (88 min.) comprises eight
shorter video modules that highlight
biological research on one of the
most common and abundant—yet
amazing and diverse—groups of
songbirds in North America, the
Juncos. Each video chapter explores
key themes in animal behavior,
ecology, or evolution, and conveys
the process of scientific research.

‘>

Junco butt,
by Dennis Money

The film makers wanted people to realize that exciting
biology, including evolution, is happening every day in
their own backyards. Despite being abundant and
common across much of North America, birds of the
genus Junco also exhibit stunning diversity in feather
color, body shape and size, and behaviors among the
various species, subspecies, and races across their
range. Recent research highlighted in the film indicates
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that this diversity likely emerged very rapidly and very
recently, as juncos re-colonized North America after the
most recent ice age. This rapid diversification among
junco groups is similar to Darwin’s finches in the
Galapagos Islands or the Cichlid fishes in Africa—but
it’s happening across the backyards and parklands of
millions of North Americans.

Center for Environmental Initiatives

Tuesday, March 24, 2015, 7:30 p.m.

Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room,
2300 ElImwood Ave., Brighton

New York’s Lake Ontario coastal waters and tributaries
are a vital resource for drinking water, recreational
boating, fishing and swimming, tourism, and waste
water processing, as well as a key asset in the economic
revitalization of upstate New York. We have all seen
algae in the waters of our region. It can vary in intensity
from a nuisance to a health hazard. Algae are a major
cause of beach closings along the Lake Ontario coast
and the most visible symptom of a contaminated water
system.

High levels of phosphorus in our waters are the cause of
algal blooms. Phosphorus is a limiting nutrient in the
growth of algae in aquatic environments. Ongoing
releases of phosphorus, and to some extent nitrogen,
from food processing operations, municipal and
industrial wastewater treatment plants, obsolete septic
systems, and agricultural activities (e.g., fertilizers and
dairy waste) have contributed to these existing
problems. In addition, there is a risk that capitalizing on
our region’s development opportunities in food
processing and agriculture will exacerbate these
problems unless water quality issues are considered.

The Genesee River Basin and the Lake Ontario near-
shore waters of Orleans, Monroe and Wayne counties
face numerous related water quality issues: swimming
beaches are closed more than they are open, excess algal
growth makes streams and shorelines unpleasant and
unhealthy, fisheries are stressed by poor water quality,
and drinking water is threatened.

George Thomas, Executive Director, will describe how
CEI, through its Genesee RiverWatch initiative, plans to
address these issues in collaboration with key regional
stakeholders and the general public.
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Field Trips

Nations Road — Short-eared Owls and

Hawks, Oh My!

Saturday, January 17, 2015, 3:00 p.m.

270 East Main Street, Avon, NY 14414

This trip is designed for beginners to help you
sharpen your identification skills on wintering
hawks and Short-eared Owls. Other wintering birds
such as Horned Larks, Snow Buntings and Lapland
Longspurs are often present. Experienced birders
are welcome, please bring your spotting scopes.
Meet at the Tops Plaza in Avon — on Routes 5 and
20, two miles west of [-390 — at 3:00 p.m. Dress
warmly. Contact Lisa at 585-899-9616 if you have
questions.

Valentine’s Day Walk in the Woods

Saturday, February 14, 2015. 9:00 a.m.

Joni & Jon Dubner will be leading a hike (no more
than 2 hours) in Mendon Ponds Park. Come get up
close and personal with NN \
nature. We will hand-feed '

wild songbirds while

enjoying the park. Fun for
your sweetheart and the

whole family!! All are
welcome to participate in this -
outdoor adventure. We will
meet at 9 am in the Nature Center Parking lot on
Pond Rd off of Clover St (the southernmost of the 3
park entrances off Clover). Dress for the weather
(wear boots, warm clothes, etc.). Seed will be
provided — donation optional. Contact Joni and Jon
at 338-3712 if you have questions.

Irondequoit Bay, Lakeshore and

Genesee River Outlet

Saturday, February 21, 2014, 9:00 a.m.

In open areas of water, we’ll look for some of the
spectacular waterfowl that visit each winter, and
with luck even see a few rarities! The spots we visit
feature good, close looks with very little walking.
Dress warmly as we may be standing outside for
some time. Wear boots with good traction. Bring
your spotting scopes if you have them.

Meeting Place: Irondequoit Bay State Marine Park,
Rochester, NY, on the west side of Irondequoit Bay
near the outlet. Enter from Culver Road or Rte 590.
Contact Lisa at 585-899-9616 if you have
questions.
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Sponsoring a Teacher for
Educator’s Camp in Maine

by June Summers

As I mentioned in the Nov.-Dec. Meadowlark,
GVAS wants to sponsor a teacher to attend the
educator’s camp at Hog Island, “Sharing Nature: An
Educator’s Week,” July 19-24, 2015. The GVAS
scholarship will cover $1000.00 of the camp cost.

Teachers interested in applying for this grant to
spend a week at a camp on the coast of Maine,
experiencing a hands-on
environmental education
curriculum, need to write a letter to
the Board of Genesee Valley
Audubon Society. Tell us what you
think you might be able to bring
back to your classroom and
students. Please tell us about your
passion for the environment, your students, and how
you can influence them to care about the
environment. Please send it to June Summers,
summers@frontiernet.net, with Hog Island in the
subject line, by Feb. 18, 2015. We will send out
notices by March 13, 2015. Go to http://
hogisland.audubon.org/ to learn more about
“Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week.”

[

=

The teacher who is chosen will be expected to
volunteer at six events for GVAS in one year. We
need help manning booths at events, greeters at
meetings, pulling invasive plants, and more. We
promise not to take over your life. However, if you
would like to join our Board we wouldn’t turn you
down.

The $1000.00 scholarship includes meals, shared
housing, instruction and all boat trips. Participants
must arrange transportation to and from the
Audubon mainland property in Bremen at the start
and end of the session.

Follow Genesee Valley Audubon Society
on Facebook for program and field trip
reminders and much more.
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P.O. Box 15512, Rochester, NY 14615-0512

GVAS: A chapter of the National Audubon Society

The vision of Genesee Valley Audubon Society (GVAS) is to
promote environmental conservation. Our mission is to educate
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and advocate for protection of the environment, focusing on birds,

wildlife and habitat.

Keep up-to-date with our web site, www.gvaudubon.org

Board of Directors

Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Inc.
Officers: President, June Summers; Vice
President, vacant; Secretary, Joni Dubner;
Treasurer, Karen Curtis.

Committee Chairpersons: Field Trips, vacant;
Fundraising, Lisa McKeown; Publications,
Joanne Mitchell; Programs, vacant; Publicity,
Carol Merkel; Conservation, June Summers;
Membership, vacant; Education, vacant;
Hospitality, vacant; Directors-at-Large, Karl
Reinhold, Nancy Strong, and Ravi Sampath;
Webmaster, Jon Dubner; Web Host, Chad
Stewart.

The Meadowlark is published the 1st of
September, November, January, March, and
April. Articles for the Meadowlark should be
submitted four weeks prior to the date of
publication. Send articles to Joanne Mitchell,
169 Black Walnut Dr., Rochester, NY 14615, or
at jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com.

Meadowlark staff: Editor & Layout, Joanne
Mitchell; Business Editor, vacant; Printing,
Minuteman Press; Distribution, vacant.
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Volunteers Needed

The follow positions on the GVAS Board need
to be filled. These positions require only a few
hours a month.

. Program Chair 2015-2016: This person
will contact speakers, reach agreement with
them on date and topic, and write a description
for the newsletter.

. Newsletter Distribution: Easier than it
sounds. We need someone who is able to print
off the newsletter labels five times a year and
remove the labels of those that no longer want
to receive a paper copy.

. Email List Manager: This person will
manage the list, send out notices that the
newsletter is ready, and send out an occasional
other announcement.

Please contact June Summers at
summers@frontiernet.net if you are interested.
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