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President’s Column by June Summers, President of GVAS
This past year Genesee Valley Audubon Society
(GVAS) has continued to promote environmental
conservation by offering educational and awareness
events. In January at the Mendon Pond Winterfest,
GVAS led hikes to feed the chickadees. GVAS hike
leaders explain about habitat requirements and survival
tactics the chickadees use to survive winter while
introducing adults and children to the world of birds.
This fall GVAS volunteers spent two mornings
instructing small groups from City School District and
Webster schools at Conservation Field Days in Ellison
Park. Conservation Field Days is a program of the
Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District.
This year students played Migration a Risky Journey; in
this game the students are the birds moving from space
to space where they do what a bird might do on
migration, try to find food and shelter, run into a storm,
go off track and lose their way. The students were
shown a mounted male Ruby-throated Humming Bird;
many of them had never seen one before. We showed
them that hummers from this area fly south to the tip of
Florida to Cuba to the Dominican Republic to South
America. Volunteers also went into four schools to
expand the students’ understanding of birds and
Emerald Ash Borers. Our volunteers spend hours
working with the Seneca Park Zoo Teens planting a
butterfly garden near the Zoo entrance this summer.
They learned about gardening, and about what attracts
butterflies and native plants.
The Peregrine Falcons, Beauty and Dot.ca, on our
Rfalconcam.com were successful this year and raised
four young falcons on camera for the World to view.
The eyases were named Mercury, Nor’easter, Nettie and
Tesh. The Falcon Watchers put in thousands of hours
tracking the Peregrine Falcons fledglings and those
falcons just passing thru. It is interesting to learn the
number of falcons that pass through Rochester on
migration that our Falcon Watchers find and often
identify by the band numbers. The Falcon Watchers are
great
ambassadors to the public for the falcons and
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GVAS. They are frequently asked what they are
watching with binoculars. Their reply is always,
“Peregrine Falcons.”
GVAS partnered with the Finger Lakes – Partnership for
Regional Invasive Species Management (FL-PRISM) to
remove European water chestnuts from Braddock Bay
Wildlife management area. Forty or more volunteer and
DEC personnel removed at least three tons of water
chestnuts from the northeast corner of Braddock Bay.
They spend hours in heat, rain and cold removing this
invasive species from the water. European water
chestnuts could take over the bay if we don’t continue
this work. We feed the volunteers a modest lunch each
time they were in the bay so please be generous so we
can continue to feed them.
Next summer with your help GVAS will send a teacher
to the educator’s camp at Hog Island. “Sharing Nature:
An Educator’s Week,” is July 19 – 24, 2015, cost
$1,000.00. This camp offer teachers a wonderful
opportunity to learn in a beautiful outdoor setting, while
also considering how they can take back some of these
insights and methods to their students back home. We
can only do this with your help. Yes, we need funds but
we also need teaches to apply. Details will follow in
January.
GVAS continues to offer entertaining and educational
programs to our member and the public such as Fold the
Flock: The Passenger Pigeon Project and Birds of Israel.
This fall and winter we will have Birds and Climate
Change and in January, Piping Plover and Least Tern
Nesting on the Missouri River in Nebraska.
I am certain that you can see the value of the programs
that GVAS offers to the Rochester community. Please
help us continue to make a difference by donating to this
year’s annual campaign.
Respectfully,

June Summers, President of GVAS

MEADOWLARK

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014!

!

Programs

Birds and Climate Change

The Ordinary Extraordinary Junco

NOTE: THIS IS A CHANGE IN TOPIC

Tuesday, February 24, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room,
2300 Elmwood Ave., Brighton
The Ordinary Extraordinary Junco is a documentary
film project designed to engage, entertain, and inspire
student and adult audiences of all
backgrounds. The feature-length
film (88 min.) comprises eight
shorter video modules that highlight
biological research on one of the
most common and abundant–yet
amazing and diverse–groups of
songbirds in North America, the
Juncos. Each video chapter explores
!
key themes in animal behavior,
Junco butt,
ecology, or evolution, and conveys by Dennis Money
the process of scientific research.

Tuesday, November 18, 2014, 7:30 p.m.
Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room
2300 Elmwood Ave., Brighton
National Audubon scientists released a report on the
effects of climate change on birds. Nearly half of the
bird species in the continental U.S. and Canada are
threatened by global warming. Many of these species
could go extinct without decisive action to protect their
habitats and reduce the severity of global warming.
Of 588 bird species examined in the study, 314 are at
risk. Of those, 126 species are at risk of severe declines
by 2050, and a further 188 species face the same fate by
2080, with numerous extinctions possible if global
warming is allowed to erase the havens birds occupy
today. Global climate change will change the
temperature and humidity patterns of the whole world,
changing the plants and insects that birds need.
Join our President, June Summers, to gain a better
understanding of how climate change has already
affected many birds and will do more in the future. Join
the discussion about what you are doing now to reduce
climate change.

Piping Plovers and Least Terns on the
Missouri River
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 7:30 p.m.
Brighton Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room
2300 Elmwood Ave., Brighton
Karl Reinhold, one of our GVAS Board members, spent
his summer working for
Virginia Polytech
University assisting on a
research project on nesting
Piping Plovers and Least
Terns on a 15-mile stretch
of the Missouri River. He
will share his adventures
catching, banding and
following the babies as
they grew. Karl will tell us
about the habitat needs of Karl holding chick
these endangered species
and the threats to their existence. We hope he will be
able to share the results of the research project he
worked on by the time of his presentation. Join us for a
close look into the lives of Piping Plovers and Least
Terns that you can’t get anywhere else.

The film makers wanted people to realize that exciting
biology, including evolution, is happening every day in
their own backyards. Despite being abundant and
common across much of North America, birds of the
genus Junco also exhibit stunning diversity in feather
color, body shape and size, and behaviors among the
various species, subspecies, and races across their
range. Recent research highlighted in the film indicates
that this diversity likely emerged very rapidly and very
recently, as juncos re-colonized North America after the
most recent ice age. This rapid diversification among
junco groups is similar to Darwin’s finches in the
Galapagos Islands or the Cichlid fishes in Africa–but
it’s happening across the backyards and parklands of
millions of North Americans.

ROC the DAY
If you prefer to make a
donation by credit card, Roc the Day
offers this option. GVAS and the
Rochester Falconcam will be participating
in Roc the Day on December 2, 2014. Roc
the Day is the United Way 24-hour online
fundraising event for non-profits. Mark
your calendars and watch the GVAS
Facebook page for updates. Visit
www.ROCtheDay.org on 12/2/14.
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Field Trips

Montezuma Audubon Center

Migratory Waterfowl and Shorebirds
along the Lakeshore
Saturday, November 8, 2014, 8:00 a.m.
Join us for a morning trip
along Irondequoit Bay and
the Lake Ontario shoreline
looking for ducks, other
waterfowl, and shorebirds.
You never know what is
going to show up. In
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
October at Braddock Bay
there were small flocks of Pied-billed Grebes, Ruddy
Ducks and an Osprey.
We will meet at the Irondequoit Bay Marina Park
next to the outlet bridge, at the North end of the Bay.
For more information call Lisa McKeown, (585)
899-9616, or June Summers, (585) 865-6047. Hope
to see you there.

Volunteers Needed
The follow positions on the GVAS Board need
to be filled. These positions require only a few
hours a month.
•
Program Chair 2015-2016: This person
will contact speakers, reach agreement with
them on date and topic, and write a description
for the newsletter.
•
Newsletter Distribution: Easier than it
sounds. We need someone who is able to print
off the newsletter labels five times a year and
remove the labels of those that no longer want
to receive a paper copy.
•
Email List Manager: This person will
manage the list, send out notices that the
newsletter is ready, and send out an occasional
other announcement.
Please contact June Summers at
summers@frontiernet.net if you are interested.

2295 State Route 89 Savannah, NY 13146
Visit http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma for more
information about facilities, trails, and events.
Nov. 20, Thursday, 2:00 pm—4:30 pm Sunset
Birding Van Tour The peak of the waterfowl migration
is upon us. Join Center Director Chris Lajewski for a
van tour to see dozens of ducks, geese and swans as they
settle into Montezuma’s marshes for a good nights rest.
Participants are encouraged to bring their camera and
binoculars. Fee: $8.00/child; $13.50/adult, $35.00/
family.
Dec. 5, Friday, 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm Montezuma
Raptor Van Tour Join us for our very first raptor van
tour of the season! We’ll head out in our van to look for
elusive Short Eared Owls, hunting hawks and more!
Participants are encouraged to bring their camera and
binoculars. Expect to walk short distances. Fee: $8.00/
child; $13.50/adult.
Dec. 13, Saturday, 10:00 am – 11:00 am Nature of
Montezuma Lecture Series Senior Wildlife Technician,
Mike “EagleMan” Allen will present a PowerPoint
program concerning the restoration of the bald eagle in
New York since its fledgling stages in the mid-1970s.
Mike retired from the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation in October 2009. He
became involved with New York State’s pioneering bald
eagle restoration program in September 1975, had
responsibility for monitoring eagles throughout Region
8 and the surrounding areas. When New York’s program
began, only one active bald eagle nest was known to
exist in all of the Empire State. By the spring of 2014,
more than 300 eagle nesting territories are known to
exist within New York’s borders. Fee: $4.00/ child,
$6.00/ adult, $20/ family, FREE for Friends of the
Montezuma Wetlands Complex.
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Volunteer Brian Burgeson and dog pu"ing European
water chestnut %om Braddock Bay.

!
PAGE 3

MEADOWLARK

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014!

!

Genesee Valley Audubon Society
Meadowlark
P.O. Box 15512, Rochester, NY 14615-0512
GVAS: A chapter of the National Audubon Society
The vision of Genesee Valley Audubon Society (GVAS) is to
promote environmental conservation. Our mission is to educate
and advocate for protection of the environment, focusing on birds,
wildlife and habitat.
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Keep up-to-date with our web site, www.gvaudubon.org

Board of Directors
Genesee Valley Audubon Society, Inc.
Officers: President, June Summers; Vice
President, vacant; Secretary, Joni Dubner;
Treasurer, Karen Curtis.
Committee Chairpersons: Field Trips, vacant;
Fundraising, Lisa McKeown; Publications,
Joanne Mitchell; Programs, vacant; Publicity,
Carol Merkel; Conservation, June Summers;
Membership, vacant; Education, vacant;
Hospitality, vacant; Directors-at-Large, Karl
Reinhold, Nancy Strong, and Ravi Sampath;
Webmaster, Jon Dubner; Web Host, Chad
Stewart.
The Meadowlark is published the 1st of
September, November, January, March, and
April. Articles for the Meadowlark should be
submitted four weeks prior to the date of
publication. Send articles to Joanne Mitchell,
169 Black Walnut Dr., Rochester, NY 14615, or
at jwmitchell@rochester.rr.com.
Meadowlark staff: Editor & Layout, Joanne
Mitchell; Business Editor, vacant; Printing,
Minuteman Press; Distribution, vacant.
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Fast Forward Film Festival
Our friends the Lost Birds Project have asked us to pass
along an invitation to emerging and established filmmakers
from the greater Rochester area to submit to the inaugural
Fast Forward Film Festival–a showcase of independent short
films that inspire a deeper connection to the environment.
They are looking for films of all genres and styles, but
entries must be under 5 minutes in length.
For additional entry and submission details, please visit
www.fastforwardroc.org. Submission deadline is February
27, 2015. Selected entries will be screened at the Little
Theatre to kick off Earth Week on April 17, 2015.
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